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Cou ld Califom ia's bou ndtess sprawl
be coming to an €nd? Dont bet on it,
but California covernor Arnotd
Schwarzenegser's signins of anti-sprawt
measure SB 37s on Octobe. 1 coutd hetp

of n€w highw€ys built, €nd discouraging
devslopment on valuabls untouch€d tand
lhrough reduced transporration f unds. tr
wi l la lso cal l for  s tats  agenciesro studythe
efiects of new developments onrransit pat-
terns and on greenhous€ gas emissions.

The bill is basicallythe land-useextension
of AB 32,th€ Califonia Globat Waming
SolulionsAct, passed in 2006with an
aim roward reducins carbon €miss ions in
Califomiato 1990levels by 2020. Advocates
of the new law point  out lhat  ptanning is
f ina l ly  beingtaken to task for  i ts  .o le in the
state's environmenta I deg radation.

"Potentiallylhis isthe mGt farreaching
attsmpt to curb gregnhouse gases in a gen
eration," said Michael Woo, cons(]nantto
ClimalsPlan, s coalirion advocarinq roduced
greenhouse gas emissions in Californ ia,
based on land use 6nd transporration changes,
Automobiles are still the la.gest so!rce of
greenhouse gas emiss ions in  Cal i forn ia,
accounting for 30 percent ofthetotat. But
lowering emissions is only pad of the sot!tion.

Forarchi leds,saidWoo,the new lawco! td
mean more suslaina ble a nd infillwork,and
a chance tocreate mo.e walkabte and livable
design. Other changes, he added, witt have
to playlhemselves out. "They coutd retate to
park ing.Theycould re late to the mixofres i
dential and com mercial. " 8ut, he added, "if
you were an architectwho specializes in tracl
homes on agr icu l tura l landsthat  might  be
an obsolete assumption." Woo addedrhat
i t isst i l lear ly  in  rhe proc€ss,  andthatmany
oJthe specifics are yet to be determined.

He warned that much ofthe eifecriveness
ofthe lawwill resr on its implsmentation.
One disco! ragins sig n: the Air Sesou rc€s
Eoard wassupposedto sel g.eenhouss gas
.eduction targets by early october, b!fi hat
release has bsen delayed.

Accoding tolhe governor, Califonia is
lhe first state in ths country to take on tand
use planning related to greenho!se gases.
Thebi l renjoyed fa i  yh igh pop! tar i ty ,  even
amon9 the building indusrry, parricuta.ty
becaus€ it will help to streamli.e onsrous
env ron menta I review, al leasrforsustainabte
and affordable projects. sL

The measurs, first proposed by
Stats Senalor Darell Steinberg
(O Sac.amento), wittdrectthe siate s
Air neso! rces Boa rd to set reg ional
qreenhouse 9as reduction ta.gets and
workwith planning authoritiesto settheir
transportation, housing, and regionat
rand use p lanswi th g.eenhousegas
reductions in mind. That means rew6rding
sustainable, dense, infill, and hansia
or.ented communities wirh less st.enuous
environ mental review and more f! nds,
reducingthe number conttnued on p.qe4
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