New Parkmerced owners
unveil green expansion plan

Ambitious project will include re-routed
Muni lines, new shopping district and
increased density, energy efficiency

by Rae Doyle

an you go forward by turning the clock back?
The new owners of Parkmerced intend to do
Just-that. Built for returning World War II ser
vicenten and blue-collap workers, the builders
of Parkmerced in the 1940’ desigried the complex to rep-
licate suburban living with buildings positioned in large
open green spaces, and by accommodating automobile I
use. f

But what was considered desirable then is considered
wasteful and environmentally unsound in the 21st cen-
tury, according to Craig Hartman, lead architect of |
Skidmore, Owings & Merrill LLP, who speculates that !
Parkmerced will be one of the most environmentally am-
bitious projects in the country,

He explained that the two 13-story towers will not be
replaced but will b refurbished. Hariman promised that
smaller buildings will be replaced by buildings of the same
height and size, and will be positioned to allow the streets
to be bathed in sunlight for longer periods during the day
and will block thie westerly winds sweeping from the
ocean. I : o '
The streets, originally-designed for efficient car ma-
nevyerability, will be reconfigured to be more pedestrian
friendly. The past suburban ideal of residential onlyneigh-
borhoods, adopted by the original Parkmerced develop-
ers, will be abandoned by building a commercial district
within a 5-minute walk from all’housing units. )

To further reduce dependency on automobile use, they
intend to study more sophisticated workforce transporta-
tion plans. One option would be to move the MUNI stop’
at 19th and Holloway into Parkmerced.

Ofie conservation measure will be to reduce the open
green space-and employ the space for recreational activ-
ity and a community center. Hartman reported that 60
million gallons of drinking water is being used now for
landscaping of green areas that have no recreational use.
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