Arden Wood Project Plan Ready for Major Step Forward

“We want to retain as much of this precious urban
forest as we can, while adding housing. Going the
conventional route would mean plastering the hill-
side with blocks of housing and cutting down a lot of
trees. We don't want to do that, and the community
we've heard from doesn’t want that either. And we're

still listening.” o

‘Developers of the Arden Wood Project are in
the final stages of their application for an Environ-
mental Impact Report (EIR) on property obtained
through a subdivision of Arden Wood, a prap-

erty once entue]y owned by the Christlan Science

nfcg,h'

—Former Supervisor Bob Mendelsohn

According to Marl Nelson, an advisor to the
Board of the non-profit, the renovations are es-
timated to cost $23 million, which prompted the
Board to seil off 4.5 acres for development. Nelson

is currently developing seven single family houses
along:15th.and Wawona which he puzchased from. -

The current Chateau at Arden Wood will not be
effected by thqlsubdwlsmn of its 12.3 acres.

according to Mendelsohn. Nelghbors frequently
noted the problem of egress into 19th would create
similar problems to those encountered by residents

_of The Grove. Driving from The Grove, south toward

Stonestown or Sloat, autos must drive north along
19th and execute a U-turn or drive around the block
which includes St. Cecilia’s. Recognizing this problem,
plans are in the works for a new road that will go to
the existing intersection at 15th and Wawona, allow-
ing drivers to head south from into the intersection
itseif which currently exists, albeit with no entrance
from Wawona.

Developers also held early meetings with the
Planning Department, St. Cecilia’s and Supervisor
Elsbernd. These meetmgs have been described as
informational.

There are no plans, as yet, to break ground, and
the planning and entitlement work will likely take
another year to 18 months. Construction itself will
not begin for at least 2 more years.

. Bob Mendelsohn, is the President.of Republic
Urban Properties, West Coast Division. Headquarters
are ii San Francisco and San Jose.




